
4 - 3



4 - 4



STATEMENT OF FACTS:  BYLAW AMENDMENT ARTICLE III 

(See next page for amendment form) 

 

AVVA has included incarcerated members since the beginning of the organization.  
During the first 14 years, incarcerated membership increased from 12 to 102.  The AVVA 
policy has always been that incarcerated members were to be veterans of military 
service during times other than the Vietnam War years.  From the beginning, verification 
of service has been required, but not always verified properly.  The lack of verification has 
increased from one-third of these members to almost one-half of them. In 2015, the 
incarcerated numbers began increasing by an average of 90 members per year, to the 
current incarcerated membership totaling 656.   

In 2020 the Membership Committee chair started a project to contact each of the 22 states 
holding AVVA's incarcerated membership, to verify veteran status.  To date, all the states 
have responded to the request for verification except Florida, Missouri, and Ohio.  The 
unverified members in these three states total 294, or almost one-half of all those 
incarcerated.   

When the board voted this past year to change the policy related to "Veterans in the 
Justice System" to allow non-veterans to also be members, it caused us to look at the 
bylaws concerning membership, as well as the DC Code under which we are 
incorporated, and the general laws for nonprofits.  

The bylaws state that we have only two classes of membership, yet we have consistently 
maintained lower dues for the incarcerated veterans without consideration of the 
implications this might have on the rest of the regular members who are expected to pay 
full dues.  It also does not consider that there are non-veteran members who are 
incarcerated, even though by policy there should not be, benefiting from the same 
reduced dues. 

In April of 2003, a motion was brought before the Board to allow incarcerated persons 
who are non-veterans to join AVVA.  The motion was tabled indefinitely and there is 
no further evidence that it was ever discussed again.   

Because the Board of Directors voted to delete one sentence in one section of the policy 
stating incarcerated members had to be veterans, and because that action cannot be 
resolved without other changes in policy and in bylaws, it is now being brought to the 
convention delegates as to what actions should be taken regarding incarcerated 
members.  

A decision must be made considering the following 3 areas: 

1. To create an incarcerated member class that only includes Veterans and who 
pay reduced dues,  OR 

2. To create an incarcerated member class that includes non-veterans, which 
would give non-veteran members the right to significantly lower dues than other 
regular members (those NOT incarcerated),  OR 
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3. To keep the current two classes of regular and dual members, and all incarcerated 
members pay regular membership dues?   

DUES 

First it must be pointed out that the national board of directors decides what dues will be 
paid to AVVA.  (Bylaws 3.05.)  However it must also be pointed out that the convention 
delegates had a very serious debate several conventions ago that incarcerated Veterans 
could pay lesser dues than other members. Having said that: 

The history of the current dues structure is:  

August 1999: The Board moved and passed a motion that the incarcerated dues structure 
would  mirror VVA’s incarcerated members for each individual state.  We have no 
documentation available that specifies what that amount was. 

April 2006: The Board moved and passed a motion to establish the membership dues as 
follows: For Associates, Vietnam Veterans, Incarcerated Veteran Associates: 1 year 
$20.00, 3 years $50.00 and Life Membership as follows:  $250.00 (49 and under); $225.00 
(50-55); $200.00 (56-60); $175.00 (61-65); $150.00 (66+).  Incarcerated Veteran 
Associates dues become effective on August 1, 2006, however an amount was not 
specified.                     

August 2010: The Board moved and passed a motion to maintain the incarcerated dues 
at the “current rate”. (No specification of what that is.) 

 
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION  
 
INFORMATION GUIDE given to the VVA/AVVA Membership Department with a revision 
date of 02/2016 states: 
"Veterans Incarcerated may be eligible to join AVVA."  "All AVVA (incarcerated 
veteran) annual dues are $7.00 as of August 1, 2012." (See attached agreement, 
updated in 2019.) 
 
Additionally the AVVA policy says that " incarcerated members may apply for life 
memberships at the same rates established for regular members. Each application for 
AVVA incarcerated membership must include a DD form-214 to verify the applicant's 
status as a veteran".   
 
There has never been a time in our history were it has been voted to allow non-veterans 
to join AVVA as incarcerated members. 
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